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      BOARD OF VOTER REGISTRATION 

and ELECTIONS OF   BEAUFORT COUNTY 
 

      
 
 
    

 
Minutes from the March 23, 2016 Board meeting of the Board of 

Voter Registration and Elections of Beaufort County 
15 John Galt Rd, Beaufort, SC 

 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT 
Tyrone S. Clifford, Chairman 
William Severns, Vice-Chairman 
William Bronson 
Beverly Dore 

Dean Hewitt 
Philip Jones 
Bruce Massey 
Rupert Williams 

 
 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT 
James Rowe 
 

STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT 
Marie S. Smalls, Director 
Wendell Roberson, Sr., Deputy Director 
Kristina Weitz, Secretary 
 
 

PUBLIC PRESENT 
None 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mr. Clifford called the canvass hearing to order at 10:00 am and then led the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Tyrone S. Clifford 
Chairman 
 
William Severns 
Vice Chairman 
 
Marie S. Smalls 
Director 
 
Board Members: 
William Bronson 
Beverly Dore 
Dean Hewitt 
Philip Jones 
Bruce Massey 
James Rowe 
Rupert Williams 
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REVIEW OF MINUTES 
 
The Board minutes for February 4, 2016 were deferred. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Temporary Change of Board Meeting Dates and Locations  

The Board discussed the location date and times for the 2016 meetings.  The 
Engineering Department Conference Room was no longer available for meetings due to 
the room being revised for another department’s office, thus creating the need for a new 
location and possibly new dates and times.  After discussing various dates, times and 
location, the Board decided on the attached schedule. 
 
Mr. Bronson motioned to have the Board meetings as listed on the schedule with the 
Board able to amend the schedule as needed.    The motion was seconded by Mrs. 
Dore.  It was voted upon and passed unanimously. 
 
The next scheduled Board meeting would be after the 10 am Canvass Hearing on May 
5, 2016 for the Hilton Head Ward 3 Special Election.  The meetings would be held at 
our office, 15 John Galt Road, Beaufort, SC. 
 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Finance Committee  

Mr. Hewitt briefed the Board on the Finance Committee meeting held on March 8, 2016. 
 
Mr. Massey had motioned during the Finance Committee meeting to find an additional 
person to assist with the training, perhaps someone part year-seasonal or on-call. 
 
Mr. Roberson went over the budget with the Board and answered any questions the 
members had. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

 
Board Member Terms  

Mr. Clifford stated there are numerous Board members whose terms expire within the 
next year or two and inquired if those members were planning on staying on the Board 
longer or leaving. 
 
Mr. Hewitt and Mr. Jones stated they would be leaving at the end of this year. 
 
Mr. Bronson and Mr. Massey said they would possibly stay on the Board. 
 
 
Committee Assignments  

The Board reviewed the Committee Assignments from 2015 and revised the list for 
2016.  A new copy of the 2016 Committee Assignments is attached at the end of these 
minutes. 
 
 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

Legislative Updates 2016 

Mrs. Smalls briefed the Board on the Legislative Updates that was discussed at the 
SCARE Conference in Myrtle Beach, SC. 
 

• Concealed Weapon permit  - Photo Id (Attorney General Opinion)   
• Increase pay for Poll worker ($15 per Hour) 
• Remove witness signature from ABS ballot envelope 
• School Board candidate to submit a statement of candidacy rather then signed 

petitions. (Referred to Delegation) 
• Early voting 
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Election Updates 2016 

Town of Hilton Head Ward 3 Special Election 

Mrs. Smalls informed the Board there would be a special election for the Town of Hilton 
Head Ward 3 seat on Tuesday, May 3, 2016.  The Canvass Hearing to certify the 
results would be on Thursday, May 5, 2016 at 10:00 am in our office, 15 John Galt 
Road.  If there is a run-off election, it would be held two weeks after the special election, 
on Tuesday, May 17, 2016 and the Canvass Hearing would be on Thursday, May 19, 
2016. 

There are six precincts within the Hilton Head Ward 3 district. 

Precinct 
Name Locations Total 

Voter Reg 
Board 

Member 
HH 2A 
(Part) Indigo Pines 129 Massey 

HH 7B 
(Part) Arts Ctr 372 Clifford 

HH 8 
(Temporary Location) 

Christ Lutheran 
Church 690 Clifford 

HH 9A Tidepointe 1,348 Clifford 

HH 9B Christ Lutheran 
Church 1,225 Clifford 

HH 10 
(Part) Spanish Wells 703 Clifford 

Total  4,467  
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Important Dates to Remember: 

Town of Hilton Head Ward 3 Special Election 

• April 21, 2016 – Briefing @ 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM 
  Hilton Head PSD Community Room 

• May 2, 2016 – Supply Pick Up 
  Hilton Head Library 

• May 3, 2016 – Supply Drop Off 
  Hilton Head Library 

• May 3, 2016 – Special Election 

• May 5, 2016 – Canvass Hearing @ 10:00 AM 

• Deadlines:   

o April 4, 2016   Poll Workers to staff 

o April 3, 2016   Register to vote in this Election 

Statewide Primaries 

• May 14, 2016 – Last day to register to vote 

• June 14, 2016 – Statewide Primaries 

• June 18, 2016 – Canvass Hearing (Beaufort only) @ 10:00 AM 

• June 28, 2016 – Run-Off Election (If Necessary) 

• June 30, 2016  – Canvass Hearing (Beaufort only) @ 10:00 AM 

 

2016 Statewide Offices for Candidate Filing 

• US Senate 
• US House 
• Solicitor (14th District) 
• State Senate (Districts 43, 45, & 46) 
• State House (Districts 118, 120, 121, 122, 123, & 124) 
• Clerk of Court 
• Coroner 
• County Council (Districts 1, 3, 5, & 7)
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The Beaufort office would be open Sunday, March 27, 2016 from 9 am – 1 pm for 
candidate filing.  The Bluffton office would be open Monday and Tuesday from 8 am – 5 
pm and on Wednesday, March 30, 2016 from 8 am – 4 pm for candidate filing.  Mrs. 
Smalls reminded the Board the last day to file is Noon, Wednesday, March 30, 2016.  
Other County Election offices and the State Election Commission would also be open 
Sunday, March 27, 2016 for candidate filing. 
 
 
SC Association of Registrars and Election Officials (SCARE) Conference 
 
The South Carolina Association of Registrars and Election officials (SCARE) conference 
was held on March 8, 2016 – March 12, 2016.  Mrs. Smalls reported eight staff 
members and seven Board members attended. 
 
Mrs. Smalls announced the office was awarded the Excellence in Elections Award at 
the SCARE Conference for our Hands-On Training Program and community work with 
the assisted living facilities. 
 
Mrs. Smalls reminded the Board and Staff the training requirements to maintain state 
certification.  Certified Members must take a minimum of one (1) class (Directors must 
take two (2) classes) per year to maintain certification.  Attending all of the SCARE 
Conference in lieu of a training class is acceptable for Certified Members.  All Board 
members/Staff must be certified within 18 months of appointment/employment. 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Mr. Clifford announced the next scheduled Board meeting would be on Thursday, May 
5, 2016 after the Hilton Head Ward 3 Canvass Hearing at 10:00 am in the Voter 
Registration and Election Office. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
The Board meeting adjourned at 4:11 pm. 
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